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The Bulletin oi the Tennessee Folk- 
Lore Socbety Is Issued four times | 
cach yearn. continuance cepends 
f: on A1) the cooperation of the mem- 
bers of the society in providing 
studies and collections of materi- 
. als in the folk lore pee. (2) 
anc on the maintainencse of our 
nances thnroych the steacy loyalty 
ana interest of our memburship .in 
payins tsxoir ‘own one-dollar annual 
dues, ana helping to secure oth ur 
members. ; 


Membership dues, one dollar a year, 
é i | to be sent to Miss Geneva Anderson, 
Treasurer, Maryville, Tonnessee. 
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CONCEANING THE NATEAY BELFORD #0 LEGEN 


The followin; bodr of matyurials is gathured from 


-anumb.r of t-pus of source. A consiaerablic group of 


ments: gathcred by tne euthnor from persons who report 
cither dirvétly observations and remi-- 
niscences of General Nathan Becford Forrest. These 


ars given es nearly as posible in the form of words 


+in which they were rerortcc to the author. 


4 


The materials in the othcr. soctions of the paper 


Nara bleh from written sources either printcd or une 


published. 

( This preliminary state ent is mace to account for 
the varictyv o, the materials and wnat misht qgtherwise 
sgom to be the uncvenness of tneir value. Their in- 
in a Folklore publication ~ wae not 
comand further than simply to point out 
that not only the traditional materials or oral report 
out AS well the unpublish hed anc printed materials partake 


Di the atmosnuere of cevelopins lesend. 


. Backgrounca of the Porrest Legend 


The materials in tals section ‘of the paper are 
Crawn irom authnenti.catea sources resent t::c*0ve 
iecti®e view of General Forrest as nearly as one -may obe 
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items in the mid-section of tno papsr consists of statc- 


Finn, 
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-lerrely @xXesolcdiers 
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passe& so far into lezenc. 


In one of tis most fortunately located sections of 


Patne of Porrest a Prontlersman 


farsuall County, ir the rertile valle. of Luck ‘River, 
1s situated tiie town of Chapel Hill. The 


well as of otser oortions of the county, were 


th Re VO huti OM mac 
| 
Corcorc, at Cowpers, at Gaaliord Court House, ai 

¢ 


ion Otusr Historic Brin; ing 


4 


18 N@G matter ol surprise that: tuey Mariec tine tow, 

Sprame up i:. tie midst of tueir setelement, Cnapel 

2411, in honor of tise town of names of ths "Old .North 
» 

State™s 
Prominent the number of was Will- 

4am Forrest, who smictrated with nis fagher, Nathan For- 


°sst, fPom North Carolina erly; in tne centuryv,) anc Wiio, 


citer a Drici, stay in Sumer County, made lis home at 


Chapel Hild in 1215. He married Miss Mariam Beck, anc 


to them were born sons an. three Cauchters. Tiueir 


first homey yvis lot cavin not iur sPom present 
; 
Ol Ke In a year OL movec into the 


Villas S ui Forre being we mos con= 


spicuous resicence iu ths place. It later vecanc “Chapel 
| 
Inn", a popular fesort stoppinzeplace for trav- 
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lete s on the stare line Vashville to pointe far- 


This quaint wvuilding, with its small, squares windows 
over ea low, full-length veralca in front of its shed-room 


in the rear, seluom failed to attract tue attention of the 


onken bucket hung in the Log,-curbec well | near tiie resi- 


“Wizard of the Sadcle", General Nathan Bedford Forrest, whose 
unexpectcd, and wo} exploits of the Civil 
War. mace him famous as a cavalary commander amor the most 
notable in history 


i The Forrest Monument 


A monumént was erected in Chapel Hili in 1927 and 
unveilec in August of that year on which is found the 
following 


On This Spot 
of 
William And Miriam Beck Forrest. , 
Here was Born Fixe 
che 15th Day of July, | 
| Their Son 
* ~Nathan Be@ford Forrest, 
Lieutenant- General, Confederate States Of America, 
And Cayalry Leader Of World lame, 
Whoss liilitary Tactics Have Become 
The Standard 
Of International Armies, 
Loyal To His Cause, Fearless In His Duty 
7  Imprernable In His Honor, 
Be Simple In); His Greatness, 
The Incorporation Of Courage In Battle, 


» 
\ 
| passers-by, ospecially those whos paused to drink from the olc 
dence. Tne old-time appeargnce of house not-eone 
. + 
: it interest, for, tiiis was tlc boyhooc hofie of the illustrious 
( 
| 


Died 
At Mempnis, Tennessee, Oct. <5, 1877,C 
His Greatness | 
Proclaimed In The Tears Of His Friencs 
And The Praises Of His Foes. 


v 


I have never on the field of battle sent, 
you I was unwilling to go myself, 
- mor would I aavise you to a course waicn. 

I felt mygolf unwilling to pursue. You 

have becn gooe ae You can be good 

citzens. Obey the law’, preserve your nonor. 
From Forrest 's Farewoll 
to his soldcicrs, 

Gainesville, Alas, May 9,1865. 


II. The Oral Tradition Concerning , 


Gencral Forrest in Tennessce 


/ 
All of the incidents in this scction of theo 2aper 


wors told to th: writer at sis own request within the 
et / 

last fivo years anu are recordcc ucre as nearly as pos- 
sible in tac languace in whieh fucy related. The 
episodes dealt wit, all vedong to a time a half cen- 
tury of mors bcfore t..0 time of t.oir rolation ror ‘this 
record. Some of them arc reminiscences of olde people. 
who offered them in gooé faith as accounts of cvents 


which they witnesseca or in wich they had a part. 


Some of thom heave beon relayed through three or 


four persons before they were recorded and so, in the 


course of nature, must nave “unuergons some changes. 
They are offercc here for what tney ere worth es cone 


tributions to tS.o tody of Forrest matcrials and as 
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ovicencs;:of tiie processcs in tiic Gevclopment of a*legend. 


Forrcst Would Sléeen by Well 
wes passing t..rovgh Chap3l Hill about four 


o'clock ony eftcrnoon;during the war anu stooc over in 


front of wiat is now Hurt -s Store and told the late 


Herry Estes thet he woulc like to lie on thet ground down 


thers besiacs that wéll’ where he was born.~ 


| Tola by Mrs. Je Margrove, 
‘Chapel Hill, dune 4, 19356. 


Born in Cabin in Backyard 


| grounds wher. the monument stands is a well. 


A. tavern wes located near tic woll where grancpgrsnts 


of Wathan Bedford Forrest lived, Forrest s father ana 


mot‘icr livec. in cabin in ins backyard. This cabin 


was where N. B. *orrdst wis born. Forrest's parents 
wore youns and slept soundly at night when Nathan was a 
Laby. His.grandparents who lived in the tavern woulc 


| 
often hear him crying in the right and'so wake the cuild's 


parents and vet young Forrest back to sleep. - 


\ Told by Bell Bakor, Chapel Hill, 
Fob., 19356, from Mrs. Carter, 


| from Mrs. Putterson who livod 
: ecross the road from ths home 
at that time. 


é 
Taught Forrest 
\ 
My creathcrandfatisr, Col. Laws, who wes 4 Revolu- 


tionary War Soldicr, camc her. ‘about 182) and. established 


* 


> 
¢ \ 
a 
. 
j 
f 
ry 
: 
| 
4 
{ 


a@ school waich stooc on the nighway in the corner. of 


the Matiie Ferguson lot, in Chapol Hill, and taught | 
Nathan Bedford Forrest as one OL his pupils. Col. | 
Laws came heve from Chapel isi, North Carolina, and 
nemed this pleco efter that of his former residence. 

f Tolc by Sam Laws, Chapel Hill, 

August, 1955. 

Played with Forrest Children 

I went to school with Bill Forres t who later “came 
to oul house ana the nigat. lic said that General 
Forrest was his uncle. -Mag, Tom, and Will were the 
children of Elishs G. Forrest. I went to school with 
them at the Lavander place. +f used to help Tom with 
arithmetic. I remember that he wes afraid ol 
thune ferstorns until efter he profossea Puligion. lat 
ond Amanda Forrest were the daushters of J. Ne -(ilclsc) 
Forrest. My uncls, Te Fuller; carricc me to 
ia when fic war camo UD. While titre, Nolse and. 
his ers came to our house. Another Forrest, en 
old bachelor by tiie name of George, boardcd at our house 
and {cll in 18ve with an,old maid that was also living 


with us, end merried her. I tuink he wes a nephew of 


ths General. 


¥ j 


Told by Molly Glenn, 
Chapel Hill, 15, 19356. 
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| Visits as; Family Physician 
I to-weit on the family of one of tho nepuews 
of General forveste i have forgotten which one. I Den 
member ti.t they were elwayvs quarreling when I arrived. 
Chapel Hill, wey 27, 19567 
Knew Forrest ¥omen 
My mother, who knew thes Forrest women, said that 


they. chswed tobecco, went to tre horse races; end: spit 


as big as a man. William Forrest,‘father of Nathan Bed- 


ford, bought the plece Later owned by the Raineys. Dre 
Patterson told in our iiome that ne often saw Forrest with ° 
-a gang of nbunds following him going from chapel Till out 
to the Rainey place. : | | | | 


Told by Bell Baker, 
Chapel Hill, Jume 6, 1956. 


i Mag Forrest Rather Prankish 


fag Forrest, who was Living at the old Miome where 
.the monument stands in Chapel Hill, was very witty and 
‘prankish, often having her fun at the Cxpense of the 
Yankees who woule stop an. inquire of the General ane 
ois where-abouts. Once .during ths war some Yankees 
cane to the home and asked if the General was therce 
Aftor bantering with them for a while, she told them,» 
that the Goneral was upstairs and that ehey might fo 
right up a narrow hall stgyirs leading from the front 
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\ | 
porch. This was too much of a welcome as they ing 
? 
4 
that Porrest could kill each of them single-handec. as © 


they Peachot tic heac of tne stairs; so thoy d oliber- 


‘ately turned anu left without further words. 


Mrs. He 8. (Adio) Horton, * 
‘ Chapol Hill, May 28, 1956, as told 
to her by her aunt, "Addie Turner, 
wao lived opposite the lorrest 
home 
| 
Most Exciting Expericnce 
This incident in connaction with the boynood of the 
famous solcicr may not prove unintoresting. While yal 
7 
a youth he wes one day cncaged in breaking a spirited 
colt to the saddle. He had reduced the young animal 


to such a avegrve of subjection,; although it wes barely 
| 


briclewisu, that he dared to some cistance from 


home on its back. Proud of” 


“conqucst he wes riding 

Glong the road throurch tic Pat orson farm, throe miles 

wost of Chapel Hill, and when in front of the.rcsidence 
3 

ho was chargcc upon by two large ana vicious-looking, 

dogs. Quite naturally this was more than the colt 

could tamely sndure, and forth-with, by persistunt 


kicking and "bucking" it succeeded in landing its rider 


right into the jaws of the ferocious oaninos. Fortu- 


nately <the docs failed to comprcvchond the situation, and 


t 


apparuntly mistaking the future agneral's 
manouvers as sorc kinj of a flank movement, bhey tucked 


thicir tails ana stood not upon the ordervof tucir going 


‘ y 
be > 


| 

Mouss while ‘oun, pickoc himself up 

awundevoures. After tie close ov tin war Goneral Forrsct, 

upon woime Anterrccatec as to most thriliing atvon- 


ened Pererrec’ to the above in- 
cidont as tue “closest placc he ever in", and one 
\ 


Woiel fave Mim the worsp fright he hau ever cxpeorisnecca. 


Fror! a ir. Pattorson to 
Mr. Ewing of Lewisburg (Tenn.) 
ana gentainmcd in his scrapbook. 


Military Mustors 


In the year 1860 Nath Bedfora Forrest had an 


vlieday*pienic on the plece belonging to my 


erandretner, Willtem Marris Ogilvie, the place Belong- 
ing now to Mr. Bright Orr. The purpose of this ruster 
was to arousy onthustasm anc to muster rocrdits unto 
the armye 
A larss crowce was ther. anc over a cattle, 
hors, ana sheaprwer: berbocucc,. There were tuo lonz, 


parallel tre fow yarcs apart used ths bar-. 


bocuine 


Told Bessic Osilvie, 
Thick Community, Nov., 1035. 


When I wae’a little sirl I sew Porrust muster in 

{ 
soldiers into the in Chapel liill. I wes awfully. 
excited. I thought it was something grand to sce-the 
mon ricin® horses, and prancins around on them 


wore several buglers who were continousl: blowing as 


‘ 
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S id that the matter of wi ipping, the Yankews would be 


they. rode and forth among the crowd. took, 
niaco risht in Chepel Hill. 


Told by Mrs. Sallie Lec, 
Chapcl Hill, May 3, - 


Forrost imadv up a company of 104 men at Eugtleville. 


I was there. A number of spceches wor. made. Someone 


A 


"prcakfast job". 


Toha by Re Me Hughes, 
Reglovilic, May 19, 1956. 


Forrest Discourascda Soldiering 


I lived with father six miles from Shvibyville 
on ‘thie Murfreesboro pike. T hac started to mill horse- 
back In my shirt sleeves when s.w of eoldicrs 
cou ng. I reine. my Horse to the siac of the road 
over into a fence corner to let tac soldiors pass by. 
A man pulled over beside me and stopped his horssc. It 
‘ 
was Saturday morni I was J. spoke to iim 
first anda fwantcd to know whose command it was. He asked 
mo why I nted to know. I told him that I wanted to ‘ 
see General Forrsst. "What business do you have with 
General Forrest, little man?" was the rusponse. i 
rememborm that tiroughout tho conversation he called 
ne "little man" . I told tim that I wanted to join his 
army.. Then he said, "Little man, you're talkins with 


General Forrest." Then he wanted to know if I hed a 


mother. When I told him that I cid, and where she lived, 


| 
| 
|| 
f 
‘ 
| 
‘\ ‘ 
\ 


he said, "You go back home. Your place in with hér,” 

| Then I’ began to insist that he let me go with him, 

He finally told me to go pack home and exvlain to my 
mother and, if she co ented; for me to put on the 

, heaviest winter clothe that I had (it was now summer) 

and zet on the best horse I had and overtake his army . 

down the road. | | | 


I rushed back home to carry out his directions, 
but while I left my’ horse standing at the gate/a bunch 
of Federals came by and took it loaving me without any. | 
On Sunday morning the Yankees -came~ back for ie. They f 
wanted +0 know if I had not been talking with General 
Forrest on, the prsecding day. When I told them that I 
had, and tried to explain that General Forrest had 
stopped of his ownaccord to t&ik with me, they arrest- 
ed me and put me on a horse behind one of them. I was 
carried to sitchell's headquarters in Shelbyville. 

I was sitting ina chair when two negroes cane in. ,The 
officer who «hea arrested me cursed me and made me give py 
chair to one of the nogroes. . 

i ey then carried me back to another room which was © 
Divisfon Headquarters. the comiander (name mMgrgotten) J 
began by saying, "They tell me that you were with For- 

Test yestpraay. Could: you pilot me to where you saw Forrest?” 
yf began ‘to see the predicament into which'he was leading me. 


| 
Then he said, "You wouldn't lead our men in and get them 


ij 


\ 
& 
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| 


cut ups, youlc Herc’ I mr temper and said, 
Iwould if I covld." Bunt periaps I the richt 
tiing, for he wrote me out a pass turoucth tae Federal 
lines 7 ordersd the captain to deliver me safel. to 
Jjnome. 


Tola ty; Re lie Hughes, 
Earleville, dy 19, 1956. 


Mace Shoes for tForrest's ».en 


tity father made slioes for Forrest's men Curing the 
his work hec to be kept a secret from the Yan- 
her kept his material and worked in a .large 
é not far from our home. Just a few years’ ago 


d many — of old leather that hau Leea pre- 


veg in the sinkhole. 


i 


» 


Told by Joe Ferfuson, 


| - Thick Community, April 19, 1956. 
3 4 
Builds Pontoons for Forrest 


‘Forrest came fo Duck River about dark. There was i 


2 
an ole nosro who worked in a ee sar where 
Forrest wes about to cross the stream. Forrest ordered 
his enzsinecrs to make plans. While they were planning 


dvring the night, the negro; with some assistance, had 


constructed tiic bridge ano made ready ior the passage 
of Forrest's entirs: arm. 
by Jordan Riggs, 
7 Holt's Corner, April 19, 1936. 
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Saw. For:det Twice 


a 


The first time that I saw Forrest 9 he camped one 

night near tae roac alout two miles north of Eagleville on y 
the vurfreesboro Pike. I saw him again ox¢ee when Bill Dyer | 
had run avay. from ae deny and come home and Forrest anc: some 
of his men came to get him A neighbor begged for him so that 
he was allowed to return to the army end was saved from death. 
As: thev camp-one morning, Forrest’ sai 4 
in tho “gighborhood currying a mule. He said that if he had 

& good bull-whip he would show ths nesro how to do it | 


richt. by James! Ralston, 
Chapel Eill, May 27, 1936.. 


Make /Apologies to Ladics 
When fatner cane back from Murfreesboro in November, 
after Hood's retreat back into Alabama, Forrest came to 
Lillard's Mills on Duck River to get across, He said_ 
that he Ee to drive Sherman back trom the South. 

My mother tid me that my father, W. KM. Cundiff, ferried ° 
Forrest's men across the river for twenty-four hours. | 
The river was very high. They swam the horses at the 
sides of the Rieryboate. News arrived ‘in advance that 
Forrest was coming. Mrs. hary T. Williams, my sister 
Georgia Le Wallace, lirs. Margaret McCullough, liar Dale 
McClain anc othors were thore te see them. My grand- 
father, A. Le Lillard, and an undllemant. Je Ce. Cun- 
Giff, owned the njills. Grandfather introduced General 
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Forr=st co bib St was a little in 
appearance fro:: cervice anc mace excus.s for nis dress 
saying that he was on his way to crive Sherman, from 


‘ the. South. > Told by “Mrs. J. A, Harcrave 
e Chapel Hill, June 4, 193C. 


Forrest takos Adavice 


On one oi the sice roacs in the vicinity of Cnapel 


Hill, General “orrest ( calledNa halt anu hau ridcen 


e 


alone down the road some distance looking over tne sit- 
uation. Suddenly a Yankee Colonel rose up from behind a 
ston. fenes anc stepped forward. As he aia tiis 

low: lins of soldicers in blue arose*in line. ‘he Colonel 
saic, ",General Forrest, get back. You do not know where 


you are." General Forrest knew tne nase of this / 


\ 
. 


colonel. 


Told br Hughes, - 
( Eagloville,- Way 19, 1936. , 


Woundged.in Foot 
| 


We were cainped one night in Marshall County. when 
a band of homeguards 6lipped into camp ana triec to 


take the life of He was in 


foot but, With some Gisconfort, was able to ride the 


7 next day. 


Told Henry Davis} 
Lewisburg, May 28, 1936. 


Y Two Men Whom Forrest Feared 
There were two men whom General Forrest feared. 


~ - 
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These were lose Swalmean:a Lode Smith of Holt's Corner. 


Forrest hac passed throu;h here looking ‘for a few 


»horses anc hac taken four race mares, valued at fif- 


teen hundred collars each, and a mle. Forrest said 
that he knew that the damn fools would kills nim if they 
ever cot a chence. 


- Yold ty &. Brisby, 


Allisonia, May 1956. 
ao 
4 Befriencecd Forrest 


My grandmother Scales was living in Eagleville at 
the time of the civil\war. General Forrest wes standing 


on her front porch one morning when grancinother appraoched 


him and. warned him that there was quite a nugber of Yan- 


kees hiding in a certsin place nearby. Forrest was 


| 
always grateful to /her Sor this.. Wyeth presented 


her with a copy of hig) famous biographr, statins that 


Forrest had often told him of the incident. 
Told Mary Elizabeta Johnson, 
Donelson, July 3, 1956, 

Defied Forrest 
My father was under Forrest. Forrest was cruel. \ 


They were crossings a frozen stream in Alabama. “orrest : 


was standing near the entrance into the watec giving 


orders. Some of ‘the men were slow to enter the icy 


| ‘ 
water. Forrest tried to push father into the water. 


Fathor dismounted, and dared General Forrest to do like- 


| | 
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wise. Forvest further disregarced the matter. 
Told by J. F. 
Chapel Hill, June 2, 1936. 


“Forrest Threatens Saldier 
Scott Davis tola ime this incident that~occurvred 
during the Battle of Franklin. captain Gundift, my uncle, 
was shot(in tie shoulder ana fell his horse. Seve 
eral men hae been sent into the line to bring back the 
wounded ofrickr, onl: to be shot down thomselves by 
snarpshooters. Davis started in, anc then hesjtated. 
Forrest was watciing him anc askea him why. he hesitated. 
He said thet tho pickets would shoot him down. rorrest 
hereupon iterked that ie woulc shoot nim, himself, if 
he Gia not succeea bringing back the. wounr.cd mane 
Davis succesded in iis mission, 
Told by Mrs. J. Ae Hargrove, ~ 
Chapel fill, June 4, 1956. 
Has Soldiers Shot at Pulaski 
Uncle Clem Jordan who was wits Captain Swain under 
Forrest said that General Forvest had soldiers 
shot at Pulaski. Some of the soldiers wore within two 
or three miles of home and wibiied to spena tne nisht 
at home. forrest would not srant pormission so three 
of anywaye, Forrest had them Shot the next 
day at sunrise. | | 


Told by Jordan Niggs, 
Holt's Corner, April 19, 1936 
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Threatens Surrzcon Who Is Operating 4 


Forrest was havin. a pretty scorious opeistion of 


souo “Kine by surgcon in Pulaski. The physician wanted 
to opgrage in a certain way to waich Forres¢ objected. 
* They grossed words, and, as the doctor wes cortentious, 
Forrest was about to kill hin. K 
‘Told br ‘S. trisby, 
4 Bec Allisonia, May 19, 1956. 


Served Breakfast to Forrest 


General Forrest was returning home aftcr the wér 
when he stoppee to spend the nisht with Marse Frod 
Thompson near Columbia. Goneral Starnes was with i:im,. 
Therg wea officers. One was Captain Randolph. 

I do not remember any of the others. } 

At,’ this time I Was a servant girl in tiie home. I 
waited on the tabls at breakfast. There woes 4a little | 
bell that woulc. ring when they I 

‘ 
passca General sorrest biscuits and waited on nim at 
the table. I remember tuat ur. Peters had been killgd 


and someo “¢, had co.ic to talk with the General about him. 


if I heard them talking at breakfast. I reckon Forrest 


was wearing uniform. Ho haa something pinned on 
left front side that told something about war. We 


served waffles at breakfast. . General torrest liked them. 


‘He said that he had not haa any since before the war 


began. Aftecr bryakfast, General Forrest cave me a half- 


\ 


: 
‘ 

| 
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Several ‘ot: 


fag 


dime becaus< I hac. been so nice to him at the tabi. . 


Tolc by "Aunt Anae" Lis: ot, 


Sold Cattle to Forvest 


‘The first time I saw Forrest was when he was 


on 


his way north from Pulaski, traveling in the direction 


of Murfressboro. The Mederels, thinking What to be his 


destination, ted Hood to that point toPcut off 


“rost's advance. But when Forrest ruacned Duck River 


at Wilhoite, he sudcenly chanzsce his Giraction by way 


of Caney Spring to Spring Hill. I sav Forrest und nis. 


cavalrymen ride past my father's’ home twq miles from 


Murrel Hill, in want is now Williamson County. 


Again I saw for tho second tims when home 


happened to be in no-man's land Vetween the forces of 


rorrest* anc thosc of the Yanlecs uncer Col. Hatch of 


Hood's Army. It happened this way: The Pederets wore 


concentrating in the vicinity of Franklin on the eve 


and friene of Forrest. Forrest hac civen permission 
to three of his men, who Imew my father, to take break=_ 
fast at our home. As the en emerged frém a codar frove 


toward the house they saw a Yankcs sitting on a’railpile. 


a 
When the three were avout a hundred yas from 


rs arose suddenk from behind the 


rails and b« 


| 
of that bloouw; battle. My fathor wes an acquaintance 


man, 


n firing ugon thom. The trio whevled 


le of 


‘ 


(Col.), Lewisburs, May 9, 1936. 


4 


| 
> 
| 
G 

\ 


00 


their horses back ‘among the cedars awaiting the arrival 
of an escort of ninety men who thev had outridden. Just 
beyond our home, as they were La to discover, was a whole 
regiment of Yankees under Colonel Hatch, a subordinate of - 
? General riood. The three men tied up their horses in the front 
yard of our home and ate their breakfast not knowing that a 
battle of considerable importance was about to begin, -as 
soon ad Farrest's main troors arrived. During the skirmish 
| I again.saw General Forrest. as tie directed the engagement. 

i RCE occasion that brought me in contact with 
Forrest was more than once when I delivered mp of cattle 
for my father into Forrest's camp near Franklin, General 
Forrest paid me in nondy which was already prac- 
worthless. 

Told by John Glenn,’ 
Chapel Hill, August, 1932. 

Forre'st Comnends Soldier | 
EB. Hood was stationed before Franklin. Tre battle was 
just beginning. Col. McLemore, Reginental Commander unser . 
Forrest,: had placed Tom Andrews as a guard re on 
the Nashville-Franklin ‘Pike, just outside of Franklin. 
Riding past; Andrews and thinking that he had taken up this 
Lost as an excuse from service at the front, General Forrest 
questioned him and ordered him to leave his post, which 
Andrews refused to do, explaining that Cal. McLemore in- 


# structed him to remain there until he should return, It 
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thought Federal .troops 
woul be alone soon. Forrest WAS insistent. Dis- 
mounting, he started toward Andrews with a drawn 
sword, saying as he did so, "Young man, d93 you know 

“ae I am?" to which ruplica, "Yes, General, 

I. have seen you almost every day since the war began", ” | 
Then steppixeg across a small branch or strean, Andrews 
remarked, steam is the deadline, General; 

if you step across that stream I will kill you." 

Andrew's’ gun was drawn. Forrest told the Colonel 
about it later, saying:"When I looked into the tons 
fool's eyes, I knew that he meant what he said. He 

is the bravest man that you have in the whole regiment." 


Told by John Glenn, 
Chapel Hill, August, 1932. 


III. Some Uncollected Written and Printed 

which Bear on the Legend 

Of the materials in this group only the excerpts from 

the Wiil is contemporary, The other items were written | 
or spoken by reputable persons some of whom knew Gener- 
| al Forrest personally and were witnesses to the events 


related. The fact that most of them were spoken on 


occasions duveoted to eulogy of the General should not 


unduly discount them in so far as they purport to¢ ‘ 
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| | 
The author-collector and the cditor seck modestly to y 
disclaim responsibility for the errors of fact and 
form and usage which a ppear in theese materMals. 
? | 
Forms Estimate of Forrest 
Or one of his famous raids into Tennessee he (For- * 
Leake stoppec for a trief period in Lewisburg to pay - 
his respects to one of hig kinsmen, Mr. Jags. Le Reed, who 
then rosided in tho hone now owned and ocerfpied br Mr. oh : 
larcdison. ¢ Boy-like, I soon learnec of his 
presence in town and resolved to ascertain if he were 


roally and truly like old Goliath, tall, his Spear a 


hundred weight. Stealthily peeping around a corner I 
Sew only a -- tall, but not clto- 
like some high, handsomely attired in a 
grey uniform, with ahinine buttons, his sworc in @ > 
burnished and his morocco boot- -tops reaching 
his knees. was entranced by the 
tured nearer es it dawned upon me that htweb not his” 
stature made him great, but the sroatness of his name 
. I well remember how he stood cana against the door- 
post, declining his kinsman!s invitation to come in and 
have a svat. Whether it wep for 2 of time he rofused 
or for other Fegsons, I coulda not know, but 


was inéjihed to conclude | ‘that it Was other rcasons, 


for he remerked to ir. you are 


a 
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a Tnion men." The Jatto , with some apparent trepidation, 


undertook to explain and cual.ify his political position, | 
ven Gone Forest observed,"I exccecinly regret to 
know that: thore is eny ofe in whose veins flows & crop 

fc of Forrest -blbod who upholds the Union under present 


conditions." The subject was soon changed by Mr.Reed 


remarking: "Gen. Kilpatrick (of the Fedoral Arny) wes 

here yesterday cveniny looking for you.’ al 
Wnersupon Con. forrest replicd, "Was he; and how. | Bs 

many mom @id he have with nine" Upon. being told that 

ais commend probably ausounted to five or six thousend, 


Gon Forrest said, "I should liked very nfueh to have | . 


. 


met tac gentleman." | 
was cvidently not his informant that a . 
numbor of Forrest's scouts were seated on their horses 7 
ye 7 tho Je C. Acams hill, taking notes of Kilpatrick's 
passint end knowing tne strength ol his commana almost 
to a man. + appcared that tho Federals were endcavor- ; 
ing to head off the Confederates «ic prevent them from 
striking, ana intorfering witth ticir line of communi- 
cation up about iiurrreesboro and that when they arrived 
there ther found tict Porrest had crossed tit country 
pehind ther and wae then industriously engaged in 
tearing up the railroac track et dolumbia. 
| In tais conversation reference was made to lir. Reed's 
occupation - that of sadék-naker -- when Genural Forrest 
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atteation to His ‘saddle, his horse being “itched 
to a fence across tne strect. He said that theo scdcle, 
wri was a very handsome on? and silver-mountec, 
wos presented to him ty the lacieg of Ga. Beialso . 
calle ed attention to a hole in one of the fenders ang 
that the bullet waich made tuat hole killed (as 
, I recal) it) the twenty-fourth horse that hac fallen 
‘under him during the war. this’ statemyat enailed me 


to mors fully appreciate ‘the conclusion of the Indians 


as recorded in school history in to George 
‘Washington in the French anc Indian War -- that he had 
-'g@ charmed life -- for tucy saic that repeatedly they 


hac taken deliberate aim at him in battle but just i" 


often hac failed to,brins him.down <= thet it was ea \ 


wasts of powder anc ball to shoot at him so well-guarded | 
by the "Great Spirit." ‘ 
\ George We Ewing, Scrapbook. 
( ‘From a Lovisbure (Tenn.) news- 
: , paper edited by Mr. Ewing. this 
item is not dated but is from 
a feature section of theo paper 
called "Not Down in History". 
it Last Surviwing Descendant 
Mrs. Mary Forrdst Bradély of Memphis, Tennessce, is a? . 
the lest surviving member. O® the Pc cescendants of 4 


General Forrest by that name. Excerpts from a recent 


letter of Mrs. Bradely are self-explanatory: 
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A 
Memphis, Tenn. 
May 28th (1936) 


My dear Mr. Rogers: 
Yours‘of judt recieved anc I will do-my best 
to answer some of your questions relative to my Grandfather / 


| I am sure thre exists no doubts as to his birth- 

place at Chapel Hill. When I was there many years ago 

the old stone step was still there and all present drank: 

from the old well in the yard. 

His fathcr was When my Grand- 

father Was quite a boy the family tmoved to Mississippi 

anc his dica and was buricd near Ripley, Mississippi. 

A 


His mother, who was Beck, afterwards married 
a Mr. Luxton, by whom she hac several children. She went 
to Texas to live and dicd =) was buried in Navasto, 


Tcoxgs.e 


I know nothing of the otuer Forrests montioned 


iy Grandfather hac. sevyral brothers, the youhgest, 
wilo was born aftcr his rather s death, was killed at 
Oklahoma, Mississiopi, during-the war. 


fathcr, Wm. liontgomery Forrest, was born the 
only child (a sister aying in infancy) of Gen. Forrest. 
My father married Jane Taylor Cook of Oxford, *ississippi, | 
of this union was born my brother Nathan Becford, Wm. 
lMontgovery, James Cook, and nyself. | 


; I am tne only mer or of the family living. My 
Cathe was’ only fourtcen at beginning war but served . 
fo years. I do not remember wy Crandfather and as 


my never discussec tne war I know very little 
avout the matter you refcer to. 7 
My brother, Bedford Forrest, Gied five years 
liost of our papers were in nig’ possession ana 

Since iis deati: have becn storec in‘fatlanta, Goorrtia.e 


I fool I have given you no assistance, but per- 
haps with those r.efcreneces you may be able to gain an 
insicsht into the lifs of "The Wizard of the Saddle", 

| 

I wish you cvery success and only roPret I 

could not be of real help to you. 


I With cordial good wishes 
Sincerely 
(Mrs.) Mary Forrest- Braddicy 


1599 Overton Park 


| 
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| Court Rocords Wills 
Rocisterd in the books oi Bedford Count, and later 


Meansforr2d to the court records of Marshall County is 


+ 


the will of Nathan Forrest, cated October 19, 1846, mak- 


ing nis wife, Nancy, nis execcutrix. 4he chief provie- 


> 


sign of this will provices tirat she — 


take core of, support educate our 
minor children until thcy come of ate or 
leave ler, ani as my minor sons come of age 
She shall be Ssuned to give thom as ich 
cash as I have givon cither of my oldest sons, 
“ana daughters, eeece 
Marshl1 County Court Records, 
Wills, Book "A", 1935-55, pp.531-2. 


Conversion of Gencral Forrest 
} 
Rev. G. T. Con. Watiuan Bedford i’orrest's 


chaplain, dclive' me an address in Nashville las t Sate 


urcay afternoon upon the conversion and death of this 


Gistinguished soldicr. In theo course of his acaress 


Lr. ,Stainback saids . / 


Mile said lic was a solf-mado man. From his sur- 
roundings he hac. few chances to inform himsclf, his father 


dying waile he wa. a merc lad, anc being the olcest son, 


hac to charce of the family. In all 


his life ho! but six monti's schoolin , devoting his 


early life totraising his f4thor's family." 


Dr. Stainback pictured as a man of 


| coura’ ec, voule carry out his corie 
victions., Hy knew Forrest in the forties, anc »y his 
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enorgy anc courage he not orl raised his fia; aily, but 
eccurmlated was then considered a fortune. | 

"Po speak of him aly Christian, on a beautiful Sab- i 
bath morning in my church I was preaching from 


the paragraph recarding our Savior on the mountaint- ‘While 


preachaas I felt that the sermon was — ‘hold of some- 


body. Gen. Forrest and his good wife had come in, but 


I did not know he was present until’at the close of the 


sermon, when tho congregation filed out of doors. As 
I went toward the door I found Cen. Forrest and his 


wifc _pwaiting he. I hooked my arm in his and we 


walked silently down the steps to the pavement in front 


of the church. He pulled away from me, turned about 

and stared me in the face.- Through the aid of the moon 
I coula see the moisture in the Gyese’ He told me that 2 
he was the fool who hac built his nome upon the sande ; 


"He said he had been lost. Gen. Forrest _ ) 
a short confession, and I told him he was not lost, but 
a eave mane I talked with him ten minutes perhaps, — 
and pointed out some scripture to read. I gave him the 
2ord Psalm to rcad, a Psalm of confession and intercession, 
I told him to read this Psalm before he rotired that Hight. 
I told him also to read the Srd chapter of John, aftor 


reading tho 53rd Psalm, and tho night following, keepe 


ing his mind on this superior question. I said to, him: 


'I will come to your rooms at the hotel to-morrow night 
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dic. we will talk it over.! The next nicht when I réachud 


f 


his room I Pound oresent his wifes ane some intimate 


| 
friconds. I read the Sora: Psalm, anc. if you could havo 


poon aim his soul becare fillod. When I reached thd 


| 
16th vorscNel John I neus ac ana roads - 'God so loved tiie 


world he gave nis only tegotten. that who- 
socver belicved in him should abt perish, but AVY 
lasting lifc.! | | 


"TJ said, 'Goneral, docs not include you?! 


"io snid, "¥:s, I bolieve so.! 


"Thon I reackwit, insertins ‘Gen, Porre st. askéc 


,liim to isolate placing in tie posit n 


_ 


mentioned in tug could accept this 


declaretion of God,} anc. hg, said, 'Doctor, it docs soon 


like TIT ou-ht toe! | 
4 "I told him thon to przy. We got cown on our 
_knecs and I prayed for nim, my t:and on his 
— the close the prayer, wo arose from our und ome 
“a 
went over his face. a glad smilo and ut {se ids.'Doctor, 
is all pignt. trust in ‘Mary, wifc, God 
bless her,'one of the most noble in the world, 
< | 
now dead, thpew her arms around him in her joy. We 
had a rogula ap campemecting there. 
"There was no half way of doing things with Porrect. 


Ne went forverd witli a vim howard the work at land, Which 


was the secret of his success, anc this is the way he 
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entered the religious faith. Me said ne wised to join 


my church and ie wos received. The news of his con= 


version hac gone abroad and the church was filled. VWhen — 


- 
I called for now members the following Sunday morning, 
he folded tis arms and deliberately walked down tue aisle 
to the altar. Friencs, I thought ther I had never seen 


such a magnificent man as Gen. Forrest that day. after 


answering, the regular questions,-I prayed that he would 


be as true a Christian as he hac been soldier to his 


country. A. yerr later his health: commenced to fail. He 


traveled with a view to restoration, but the decay of | 


his body, was passing too far to be eradicated. He came 


_ back home anc. I received a messase later that he was on 


his plantation very low and wanted to seem. I went to 


hin. : 
"when I reached his bedside I saw he could not 


live such longer. I asked him about his prospects for 


a better world and he said tuner were bright. I said I 


the Twenty-tnird Psalm. After rcading this I knelt by. 


nis bedside and prayed and asked the gaoa Lord to be 
with yim in. this hour of —_ supremest crisis to light 
his way in the great beyond. He asked me to sing for 
him, and I sang that hymn, ‘Nearér, lly God, to Thee." 
He enjoyed it and said, "Doctor, I 


have a message I want to send by you to all the boys 


‘wanted to read scripture to him. He assented and I read 


a 
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wie fought under’ me in the awful strugsle. Tell them 


| that their General is goince to meet Him wnen the roll 

; 

| is called.! 

| "I told him I would tell hig commaces, and his 

happy, radiant. ge passed awaye! 


ie, convinucd, SS 


nT preached at his funcral. There were > 20, O00 


, present. When I gave iis last message there was hardly 
‘¢ 


e Gry eve in the-house. Men, women and children wept 


F anc meny said they would endeavor to meet him on the 


bright shores. Gov. Porter and Jcfferson Davis looked 
upon thet face anc snic. never appreciated uim 
is wo should.' This is truc. Mr. Davis felt that 


there lay the rem@ins of one of the most inmortpl, 


& 


fearless Generals thai ever commanded a Confederate 
arny 


The Marsiall Gazette, 1902. 
' Published in Lewisburg, 
reporting address of Rev. G. Te. 
Stainback, pastor or a Hefiinville 


Kae , church and former Chaplain of Forrest. 


} In delivering an address atv the unveiling of a 


monumcnt on Pilot snob overlooking the Tennessee River 


near Elizabethton, Tenndssec, on October 21, 19351, 
Governov iionry, He Horton 


The South uncoubtedl; produced tiic bts 
officers, and I think #orrsst ranks with 
Lee anc Stonevall Jackson as tie Confed- 


yoracy 's outs banding commanders Ho 
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| was crsat in pceacsa, too. His spirit 
still lives ut his birthplace cown tuerec 
at Chanel Hill, just two riles from ny 
present home. | 
.. Commercial Appeal, Octobcr 21, | 
1931, ’ Momphis,Tenmn. j*ound 
a in’soecial Forrest Scrap Book - 
File, State Library, Nas>ville, 
7 through courtesy of Mrs. John 


Lrotwoodg Noore. 


Rovert S. Henry, adbhor of “the Story of tie Con- 


fodorecy" end ussistant to the president of the Associe 


ation of American Reilroscs, Washington, De Ce, in a i6tter 


adcressed to tic wuthor #«s of Marcu 1956,:says: 

My own estimate of Genersl Forrest is 
that accomplishnonts were limited only 
by his opportunitics. That,. ] Delicve, 

| hes come to be the cereral estifiate of his 
| military carcor, | 
In Summar 
e - 
: The first section of this pancr - Backgrounds 
| 
of the Legend - probably contains little that is new.. 
; But it Coes have the advantage of liaving all been yori- 
fied on the On the hand, the: matorial in 
jee second section - The Oral Leczend in Tennessee- 
is now recorded for the first time. Some parts of it 
. Baia be historically true, but even if no part of it is 


= 


true, all of it is tllustretive of the processes by 
which hero story developes into legend. 

‘In tne soo high Ligats thrown on 
tain of the popularly credited characteristics of the 
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‘ 


hero, and, at the same timé wo scx light let in» upon 


the popular idcolofies in tic region concerned. 
? 
The episodes as reported ceal with Forrest's low 
é 
ly ori:in, his love of home, incidents of his ‘echild- 
) 


J 
nood, his youthful experiences, wis senBetional public 


“appearances, his hair-breadth cscapes, his grateful 


response for kindnresses, his ability to disregard 
fronts when he récognizes himself as in the wrong, is 


cruclty and hardness, his dominooring mannor, nis 


recognition of breveryin others, his good advice to others, 


iis and his defcrence to ladigs.@Singularly, 


the narratives vrovide almost no emphasis Forest's 


most noted charactcristic, liis personal bravery and 


_ recklessness in the fece of Cansor. 


In addition to tiose narratives concerning Forrest 


$ 


? 


himself, wo find a Froup in which tac intorest has spread 


to episodes inwolving his relatives and their ciar- 


actcristics; episodes in which the reflectca glory 
# 
tends to. persons - often reletives of thse narrator 

associated with the hero. One episode prescnts an 


. 


ignorant local person, inan , ofvort to aid the horo 
outwittihe group of skilled outsiders. 

The third section of the paper - Some Uncollectud 
Written amd Printed pocuments seoms to have greater 
demonstrable validity as than do the in 

| | 


the section of opal legend. Ths documents in this third 
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section suggest Forrest's dovotiou to the Southorn cause, 
uls collness » his uso of irony, uis scntimentalisnm. 
They give souc r:cont date on the rae - or tle Fore 
rost family; aindicrts the scarcity OL tradition in 


one branch of tno family ana locate the Porrust family 

a | 
hese documents give an account of Forrest’s 
carly nardships, his late religious his pere 
sonal appearance, end his dveath-bed scone anc furcral.: 
And finally tiey present some rocunt estimate of Forrest 


eas) They arc all from persons whose 


sympathies are definitely Southern and a number of thom 
arc taken from occasions definitely devoted to eulogy 


of the hero. 


Ee Ge Rogers 
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——F 
/ / Annual Neoting 


The Fifth Annual Meeting of the Tennesseo i’d1k 
Lore Society will bo held at Baxter Academ on Satur- 
day, November 5, with a mornins session, 10:00 to 

12:50 .ana an asternoon sessio:: 1:30 to 3330. Saxter 
Acacerty is about one mile to ths south of U. S. iishway 
70 at a point 10 miles ‘west or Cookeville. 


The program for this meeting is /shaping up ifave 
orably and promises good variety anc ‘interest. There 
should be larse attenduyge. Ur. Harry Upperman, 

Heaa.of Baxter Academy, his staff nave alrsady. 
indicated their wospitable interest and all ma; rest 
assured of a corcial reception from them. 


? 
~ 
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West Tennessee 
As our work has gone forwura in tne four years 
of our as a Society we heave hae solendid) interest 
in Mids na Bast but tae fact thut tnere 
li: ht interest from the western 
enc. of tne state nes to e lavrg Go; ree the one 
mission of our ce aoigation to make contacts in that 
section retucr than lack of interest there. This 
fall at tie sugzestion of President Farr plans nave 
becn ima:..¢ to have a spoltesman of the socicty to pre- 
sent its causc at the meeting of the West Tennessce 
Heucation Associatior at ive@iphis on November 4. 


The plan is for Dr. Ce. Se. Pendléton, Head of 

tne English Department at Gcorze Peabody Colieze 

pest presicent of the Society to Speak in behalf 
Sf ‘our organization av-the meet ing Of the Buglish 
Section oc the W.T.E.A. on Friday at the morning 
session. This arrarcement is rossible becauss of the 
kind offer of Mrs.Lottye K. McCall of Messick Sigh 
School, Memphis, the chairman of the Enclish Section. 
Such a prssentation: as Dr. Pendleton will make should 
ao muck tH srouse West Tennessec teichers to an 
interest(in the Society. : 


The Bulletin 


The Sditor asks for contributions for tne 
Bulletin. We foel some price,-n variety anc the 
hivh quality oi the erticles wiich we have heen 
orivilecod ‘to publish but our supply of materials is 
lowe uembersg urged to'senc in, articles anc to 
rcport to us work being Cone otners who mis‘ it 
bs Incuced to sena them in for publication. 


Article 
| 


ii 


rticle by lr. G. Rogers wiich is tie 


priheipet iten in tnis issue is of intersst as in indi- 


cation o. the collsctor's method but ‘seons to us to 
have its speciel value «es c study of the processes by 
which the nucleus of story rseirding a popular hero 
itsclf matorials wiieh ultimately bring 
it to tus proportions anc the qualties of lefend,. 
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Similar must lie still, reacy to be 
collected all over Tennessee. At tho |meotin: lust 
liovenber at. Pleasant Hill, Mr. C. 0. Jott of Sparta 
prssented e stiiilar body of meteric lS regarding Champ 
Forguson. Where are the mctcrials of the samv sort 
about Jolun Scvicr, Andrew Jackson, Sam Davis, Andrew 
Johnson, Bod Toylor, anc other popular heroes? 


\ ° Mr. Rogers is Principal of Smith County Iligh 
School at Carthasse and a viceepresident of the 
Society. | 
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